
Ancient Civilizations discovered through Archaeology 


Archaeology is the scientific study of past human behavior and culture from the origins of humans from the past to the present.  Archaeology studies past human behavior through examining materials that remain from previous human societies. These remains include the fossils of humans, food, ruins of buildings, and human artifacts; tools, pottery, and jewelry.  From their studies, archaeologists attempt to reconstruct the past.  The thirst for knowledge about how civilizations was before us is so strong that people dedicate their lives working on digs, finding research, and putting the missing pieces to the puzzle together.  The actual ‘dig’ doesn’t start for archaeologists until they locate their site, their initial research is done, and they get permission.  It is astounding that there are so many mysteries about the past that are being uncovered. 


Archaeologists can filter through information that is documented or discussed, and locate places where people needed access to water, trade, migration routes, and food.  This helps the archaeologists find spots that may have artifacts hidden below the surface.  Sometimes people uncover things from the past and an archaeologist can help with setting up a dig site, or documenting what that person has found.  They will typically look at the buildings, land, maps and books to try to create the area they will be looking through. 


Just yesterday, July 3rd, 2013 Laura Poppick posted an article regarding the announcement made that a discovery of a one thousand eight hundred year old ancient carving of what they think is a roman god’s head was discovered in an English garbage dump.  The Undergraduate student at Durham University discovered the head during an archaeological dig at the Winchester Roman Fort.  “It is probably the head of a roman god- we can’t be sure of his name, but it does have similarities to head of Antenociticus” “we may never know the true identity of this carved head.” Dave Petts, a Durham University archaeologist says. This announcement made me feel excited because of what the writer was describing. 


Another interesting article written by Nick Pisa was of eight hundred year old remains of what archaeologists believe was a witch discovered in September, 2011.  The discovery was made while digging in a graveyard thought to be a ‘witches graveyard’.  The woman had seven nails found driven through her jaw bone, and thirteen nails surrounding her skeleton.  They believe that the thirteen nails surrounding the skeleton were to pin her clothes down so she couldn’t rise from the dead. There was a discovery of another woman’s skeleton which was surrounded with seventeen dice. Dice was a game that women were forbidden from playing eight hundred years ago. Seventeen is also an odd number making it unlucky in Italy. These twenty five-thirty year olds were buried in bare earth, without a coffin and the way that the bodies were buried show some form of exorcist ritual.  These bodies were found on the grounds of an eight hundred year old church.  The only explanation that archaeologist Alfonso Forgone from L’Aquilla University could say is that perhaps they came from families who had a lot of connections, and were able to be buried in a consecrated Christian ground.  In 2009, there was a Medieval woman’s skull found near Venice with a stone driven through her mouth.   This was the traditional way of dealing with vampires and keeping them rising from the dead.  This article made me realize that history is laced with different civilizations speaking of vampires, witches, warlocks, and more.  It was very interesting to me that there are different ways throughout history that people tried to rid the evil out of the towns, and villages. 


There is so much we can learn from Archaeology.  It is generations before us, and someday, we will be making the history. 
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To the left is the Roman God from the excavation listed above eighteen thousand years old, found in an English garbage. Under this text is the eight hundred year old witches graveyard, Tuscany, Italy September 2011
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To the left is the witch found in September 2011 with 7 nails in her jawb[image: image3.jpg]
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one. 

Under this text is the vampire skeleton found near Venice in 2009

