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Racism in America 


America has had it’s struggles with racism. It is always being talked about whether the outlet is public or private. It is fluctuating with an ever changing society and is evolving from issues with skin color to what people call you or what you “can” do because of your race. Racism is an ever growing, always changing problem in America and will probably never be resolved. America is so big and has such a vast amount of different upbringings (location and heritage), that I don’t believe there will ever be a resolution. Americans are more accepting of different races, and co-existing is far better than ten years ago. However, as Paula Deen, George Zimmerman and Ginamarie Zimmerman (just to name a few) have been brought to the forefront of the news due to their words and actions, it seems as though my opinion is not too far off of the mark. 


Paula Deen made the news this last April when it was made public that she had a lawsuit against her for discrimination, violence, and racism. In this case the accusation  reported were very specific claiming that Mrs. Deen was using the N-word frequently and has made mention of wanting to have a plantation wedding where the N-word’s would be dressed in antebellum finery. Lisa Jackson, the accuser, is adamant that the lawsuit was never about the N-word. It is interesting to me that I haven’t heard anything announced about the actual accusations, but also that the media has been full force on the N-word regarding this lawsuit. She has not been asked to discuss the discrimination or violence charges in any reports that I have seen. Mrs. Deen has been the warm grandma on the other side of the television making delicious food, that- lets face it, isn’t the healthiest but always amazing. Add in the warmth of Paula Deen’s upbeat southern hospitality and she is impossible to resist. 


I agree with the opinion of Tanner Colby (Colby, 2013)  “Paula Deen is America’s racist grandma, and we should treat her as such. Racist Grandma may be racist, but she is still your grandma. You just can’t disown her.” Colby also states earlier in the article that “Whether it’s Ross Perot’s “you people” or Don Imus’ “nappy-headed hos”, our reaction is always to ostracize the offender.” “You cannot have a National Conversation About Race and not invite racists to be a part of that conversation.” Paula Deen has had a platform that she used to deliver delicious recipes and products to people around the nation. She has never misused this platform and I agree with Colby’s opinion is that she should use that platform to have the conversation regarding race whether it goes well or not. I agree with this awkward yet intriguing idea because as Colby also goes on to say that you can’t sweep the ugliness under the carpet and ignore the issues. Paula Deen has had a lot of loss through the implications, accusations, judgements, lies, and truths regarding this ordeal. Through her loss, it would be fascinating to find out why the conversation stops when it comes to the information regarding truth behind any racism. Why or why not does race bother so many people, and what are some ideas from all ages to fix this nation wide problem? 


In an article from the Atlantic Wire written by John Hudson (Hudson, 2010) talks about authority taking advantage of their positions and releasing edited videos that were made to look like it was racist, even though the uncut video wasn’t even remotely racist. Because of this issue people brought their opinions and some interesting facts to their newspapers. In this same article (Hudson, 2010),  Bill O’Reilly is quoted saying “It is long past time for all Americans to drop the skin color deal.” I agree with Mr. O’Reilly, however I feel that it is an unrealistic request. With so many different cultures, races, ethnicities, backgrounds, histories, and the ever changing minds of people inside that race. What has been acceptable is now not acceptable for them, therefor creating unknown racism due to lack of knowledge on the changes. I find it hard to believe that racism will ever completely go away. It has died down and is much better than generations before, but  It is reported that America has started to regress since Election Day 2008 when the N.A.A.C.P. demanded that the Tea Party disown its racist fringe. In utah, I can’t say that I have been exposed to any more or less racism than in 2008. I would agree that across the nation there have been more stories coming up in the news regarding race and debates whether or not the person in question did something because of race. The George Zimmerman case is yet another prime example.  


George Zimmerman was accused of profiling, following and killing 17 year old Trayvon Martin. With all of the twists and turns in this collusion, I wanted to find out what the real storyline was. An ugly fact is that most of us don’t take time to read all of the facts about the situation we are seeing. We wait to hear them on the news, or read an article about it. The main reason this was national news for over a year, was because of what people saw. Initial reports: A young african american was killed by what people assumed was a white man who was very anxious to practice playing cop because of his roll on the Neighborhood Watch. Unfortunately for Trayvon Martin, the history of young african american men stealing in this neighborhood was so raw that it became the wrong place to be for an african american teen wearing a hoody. Thanks to “Wikipedia” (Wikipedia, 2013), I was able to find the following information. The neighborhood that Mr. Martin was staying in had been having a lot of burglaries. One arrest was made in correlation to this only three weeks before. The arrest was of 2 young african american males, who had been caught with the stolen items and George Zimmerman was the one to report the casing, and the theft. This is where Mr. Zimmerman may have come to the conclusion that Trayvon Martin was up to no good. Mr. Zimmerman was made out to be a racist because of his actions that night, but unfortunately there were other issues and facts that lead up to the pursuit of Trayvon Martin. It is intriguing that I had to find that information when it could have easily been reported, and the racist issue could have been avoided. The media in this case was not very helpful toward the actual facts, and although they never reported on anything that was false, they insinuated that George Zimmerman was and is a racist who killed Trayvon Martin because of his race. 



Many people don’t or didn’t realize that George Zimmerman is part Latino as well as part caucasian. The Zimmerman family deliberately left this information out of the case and trial because “Any color or race is capable of racism so claiming to be ‘not white’ and therefore ‘not culpable’ is a moot point.” (Lienas, 2013) It may have made some difference releasing to the media that he is part Latino, it may not have. It may have given the actual facts about that night a chance to come out of the woodwork. I don’t think George Zimmerman is a racist because he killed Trayvon Martin. I do think that he took a life unnecessarily, and should have some burden to bare because of that.  The verdict is in, and George Zimmerman, whether a racist (he claims to not be) or not, is currently free making headlines in Texas. 


Another Zimmerman made the news recently when she used racist and bigoted comments on the very popular reality show “Big Brother”(Unknown, 2013) Ginamarie Zimmerman who is a 32 year old USA Pageant coordinator has been caught saying racial slurs, and using bigoted comments to other contestants on the show. “She has never shown this side of her before” said a representative for the USA Pageant organization and was grateful to have seen it now so that other contestants won’t have her as a role model. 


 Race in America goes back to when America was created. In 1776 Thomas Jefferson drafted the Declaration of Independence. It is a symbol of liberty and justice for all Americans. We as a country have grown tremendously since 1776. With many different movements we no longer have slaves, and we have great American people who have made huge differences throughout history. 


Rosa Parks on a bus in the winter of 1955 didn’t give up her seat that was in the  “colored” section of the bus. She was arrested for civil disobedience, but because of Ms.  Parks’ defiance the bus boycott that followed made this one of the biggest pivotal moments in Civil Rights history. 

Oprah Winfrey started her career when she was in high school. At 19, she became the youngest and the first African-American woman to anchor the news. She has been a power house and a fighter since she started. Finding her way through the unknown, she grew to be the most popular television host in history. She did not let her race get in the way of her career, nor did she let it dictate her choices. She has been a role model of many different races, and has treated everyone with respect even though she hasn’t always had respect given to her. 


Martin Luther King Jr.’s I Have a Dream speech (King p.114-117) was one of the most powerful speeches given in American history. Standing up in front of more than 25,000 people his speech was captivating, true to point, and very motivating. It is part of america’s history and is taught in Elementary, Jr. High, and High schools today. Written and given by Martin Luther King Jr. the call to action was regarding Civil rights and to discard segregation. This speech was written when the heat was on for african americans getting beaten by cops for doing what cop thought they did wrong. No proof was needed, no crime was needed. At the same time, the african american population had had enough, and was ready to have the same rights as every other american. 

The movement of I Have a Dream came at such a pivotal time in that year. The Civil Rights Act in 194 was only a year away, and the Voting Rights Act a year after that.                                                              Martin Luther King Jr. was able to strike while the iron was hot and get a movement of thousands of people to hear his powerful speech that changed the rights for african americans forever. Martin Luther King Jr. had many reasons in his speech why people should stand up for their rights as americans. He had great analogies to what america was, and is and should be. A place to be free. Not because of the color of your skin, but because you are an american. Martin Luther King Jr.’s words are still valid so many years later. I can still feel that passion and desire I have to have all American’s to have the same rights and not be judged on the color of your skin. 

Bibliography 

Web Page
“Big Brother’ Racism Controversy: Contestant GinaMarie Zimmerman fired from job over racist comments” http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/07/03/big-brother-racism-ginamarie-fired-job_n_3542988.html 3 7 2013 Web 1 Aug 2013


The article discusses Ginamarie Zimmerman who is currently airing in the reality show “Big Brother” . She was heard and witnessed to have used bigoted and racist comments to other contestants as well as on air heard on the live stream. Ginamarie has been fired from her 5 year career as a coordinator for the East Coast USA Pagent, INC.
Colby, Tanner “Paula Deen is America’s Racist Grandma” http://www.slate.com/articles/arts/culturebox/2013/06/paula_deen_she_s_america_s_racist_grandma.html 25 June 2013 Web. 9 July 2013


The information coming out regarding Paula Deen is the reason I chose the topic of racism. I agree with Tanner’s perspective on the matter of the consequences that Paula Deen has been issued. I thought that his voice and this article is well written, and puts the idea out there that we shouldn’t cover up America’s past. Don’t push issues back into the shadows and let them sit until someone else brings them out. It might be a way to get one step closer to becoming less of a racist county. 

Hudson, John  “Will America's Race Wars Ever End?” http://www.theatlanticwire.com/national/2010/07/will-america-s-race-wars-ever-end/23615/ 25 July 2010. Web. 12 July 2013

This article explores the regression of america since 2008’s elections. The N.A.A.C.P’s accusations to the Tea arty, and how President Obama ran as an American, not an african american. The accusations throughout the jail system just being on african americans is discussed  and how it can destroy someone innocent. It will be interesting to see what has happened since America has had an african-american for a president, and if unconsciously people don’t agree with how he is running our country because he is african american, not because of how he is really running the country.
King Jr., Martin Luther “I have a dream” English 1010 reader p.114-117 SLCC 2012-2013

 I have a dream was the inspiration to the biggest movement in 1963 for the Civil Rights movement. Written and given by Martin Luther King Jr. the call to action was regarding Civil rights and to discard segregation. This speech was written when the heat was on for african americans getting beaten by cops for doing what cop thought they did wrong. No proof was needed, no crime was needed. At the same time, the african american population had had enough, and was ready to have the same rights as every other american.
Lienas, Bryan “George Zimmerman’s Family Deliberately downplays his Latino roots” 12 July 2013 Web. 25 July 2013

http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/news/2013/07/12/george-zimmerman-family-deliberately-downplayed-his-latino-roots/

This article refers to George Zimmerman’s Latino roots. His mother felt as though the information would be a moot point for the investigation even if he did bring up that he was Latino. They question whether the information would have provided a redirection from the public that the ‘crime’ that was committed was “no crime” and only self-defense. 

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia “Shooting of Trayvon Martin” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shooting_of_Trayvon_Martin Last Updated 2 August 2013 Web. 2 August 2013


All of the pieces of the story of how George Zimmerman came across each other, how Trayvon Martin died, and the reasons why George Zimmerman was questioned and released are listed here. This is the history leading up to, and after the trial of George Zimmerman. It was very nice to read because it is the storyline of the events before and after with no judgements or bias toward one side or another. 


